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 HULLEAST RIDING § BUSINESS

BUSINESS PIONEERS

Empowering people to

bring the places where

they live back to life

usinessmen in Hull have joined
forces with Spacehive, a
crowdfunding platform for civic
projects, with the aim of
empowering people in Hull to
produce ideas that will bring their civic
environment to life.

Money from the Pioneers will
match-fund successful projects that are
submitted to the #MakeHull website,
helping people reach their funding targets.

No matter what the idea, big or small, if
it makes Hull a better place to be, then this
is a route to making it happen.

One of the Pioneers, Tim Rix, of JR Rix &

SOWING THE SEEDS: A global garden
Spacehive project.

FIVE years ago, prospects were few for
Hull. We were managing slow decline
following the demise of the fishing fleet.

Business ‘Pioneers’ are spearheading a civic
crowdfunding campaign to match-fund local ideas in a
bid to make Hull a city to be proud of

Sons, said: “Six months in advance of City
of Culture, we are getting together to
encourage local people in Hull that their
ideas for the places where they live can be
brought to life with a bit of help.

“We want this to take off. If it does, we
will pledge more.

“Together, we are passionate about the
creativity simmering away in Hull and in
the power to make it happen, but people
must play their part, too.

“We want the great people of Hull to step
forward and get involved.”

The #MakeHull campaign is part of a
wider role the businessmen are taking to

The old docks and River Hull corridor is
in decline, crying out for regeneration and
rejuvenation - initiatives to create jobs,

be at the forefront of the transformation of
Hull, working with Hull City Council,
Enterprise Partnerships and the City
Leadership Board.

The businessmen together have put in
£50,000 to match-fund local projects, with
more money available should the civic
crowdfunding project become successful.

‘Hull is full of people with creative ideas and we want you to lead the way’

We believe Hull is full of people with
creative ideas and we want you to lead the
way on what it is you want to see happen.
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Niraj Dattani, head of community

development at Spacehive, said: “MakeHull GET INVOLVED:

already has some great projects online for Niraj Dattani,
people to support — even if you only have £5 of Spacehive.
to donate, it all makes a difference. NTERVE TN

“Funding is being sought for a variety of
different projects, including a new baseball
stadium called the Field of Dreams.

“We want more people to come forward
and submit their ideas. This is an exciting
opportunity for Hull and it’s great to be
involved.”

Corporate support has been pledged by
Starbucks in St Stephen’s shopping centre,
which is offering to advertise the campaign
on cup stickers over the summer.

Exterion Media, the company behind bus
advertising in Hull, has also pledged E R
support and soon the city will be awash %"
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BE INSPIRED: The Bristol Park
and Slide Spacehive project,
right. Pictures: Luke Jerram

with taxi receipts handed out by local
drivers, pledging support for the scheme.
The campaign is looking for more

corporate donors to come forward and play

their part in making Hull a city to be
proud of.

Spacehive has already raised £5m of
funding for projects across the UK, each
project with an average value of £26,000.

There is a Spacehive project in more
than 70 towns, cities and villages across
the country.

Workshops for project creators will be

held in Hull early next month to generate

ideas for how to transform the city.

@ To play your part in the #MakeHull
movement, upload an idea or back a
project on Spacehive at www.spacehive.
com/initiatives/makehull
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There were glimmers of hope with
potential for renewables and offshore wind
power — perhaps Hull could be as
successful in these emerging sectors as
Aberdeen had been in oil and gas on
Scotland’s east coast?

| was asked to chair the City Leadership
Board. On the face of it, | had very little
experience but | could spot the
opportunities on the horizon and | wanted
to back the city council, who were serious
about making the changes needed.

In for a penny, in for a pound, | thought,
so | also became vice-chairman of the
Local Enterprise Partnership and a
member of an Investment Board as well as
chair of the Green Port Growth Fund.

We have had some very early wins — the
City Plan that the council backed really
helped.

We have, of course, been awarded the
City of Culture in 2017 and we have all
worked together to attract Siemens to
build a factory here.

These are by no means answers to all
our economic woes, but we have a strong
belief that the tide has turned.

We knew we could win something, could
attract the best and when Siemens
believed in us, so did we.

Moreover, it’s not just Siemens — Reckitt
Benckiser, which has a strong tradition in

Hull over generations, is now investing in a
£100m research centre; locally based civil
engineering company Spencer Group is
building a £150m waste-to-energy plant in
the city and the city council is spending
more than £80m in the public realm in
readiness for the City of Culture year.

In total, a huge £1bn of investment is
being made in Hull.

We know that, if this city has a future, we
have to attract 20 to 45-year-olds to come
and work and raise their families here —
and the truth is, we haven’t been very
good at doing that up until now.

We have some great assets, but we are
not exploiting them. For example, Hull
doesn’t make the best of its waterfront
destination.

homes and places of leisure.

| fervently believe that we have a once-
in-a-lifetime opportunity to do something
very special with the area and | am
delighted the city council is as ambitious
as the business people of Hull are to make
it happen.

We have plans on a large scale, but
these won’t work unless we bring the
hardworking people of Hull along with us
on the journey.

This is the essence of why | was keen to
get involved with Spacehive, a funding
platform for civic projects.

We want to empower people to bring the
environments where they live back to life.

Spacehive is designed to engage those
who want to help themselves and their
local community but have always thought
it would be too difficult to make the
changes they want to see happen.

If you have a great project or fantastic
idea, Spacehive can help you turn it into a
reality.

It’s been successful in Manchester and
elsewhere across the country and,
together with ten other business leaders in
Hull, we have put in £50,000 to match-
fund your projects to help turn them into
reality.

This is just the start - if it takes off, we
will donate more.

When | say | want Hull to be a visitor
destination of the future, people may
laugh, but in 2017, all eyes will be on Hull.

It's important for everyone to get
together and get involved, from the
theatres to the University of Hull, which is
already very much on board and extremely
supportive of our plans.

We can be leaders of tomorrow in new
industries — the wonderful, iconic C4DI
building being built for digital start-up
businesses is a great example, funded by
Hull business Wykeland Group, completely
engaging with the vision for Hull “putting
its money where our mouths are”.

One of the issues at the heart of Hull’s
recent fortunes is that we have always sold
ourselves to Government as a failing city in
the hope that it will give us more money.
Well, there is no money left.

More importantly still, if we believe we
are failing and we declare we are failing,
there is no doubt about it, we will fail.

We must try to put an end to being sad
and sorry for ourselves and start being the
drivers of the economy of the future.

Hull is a great, traditional city steeped in
history. If we change our outlook about
what the future could look like, we can
start to see how we will get there.

But we can’t do it alone. Join in, get
involved and be part of this change.

Hull Pioneers

Richard Beal, chairman and
managing director, Beal
Developments Ltd

David Garness, managing
director, Garness Jones Ltd
Dominic Gibbons, managing
director, Wykeland Group Ltd
David Kilburn, executive
chairman, MKM Building
Supplies Ltd

Thomas Martin, managing
director, Arco Ltd

Alistair Needler, managing
director, Needlers Ltd

Nicholas Oughtred, chairman,
William Jackson Food Group Ltd
Mark Parkes, managing director,
Bostonair Group Ltd

Tim Rix, managing director, JR
Rix & Sons Ltd

Charlie Spencer, chairman,
Spencer Group Ltd

Nick Ward, director, Alan Wood
& Partners Ltd

Brexit Implications

Richard Frogson Partner in the Corporate
Commercial team at Wilkin Chapman Solicitors

The implications of Brexit are likely to be far-reaching. However,
at present, the effects on specific areas of business and law are
uncertain. Richard Frogson takes a look at how the “leave” vote

may affect businesses.

Assuming that the government follows the
referendum decision (the UK must invoke
Article 50 of the Treaty on European
Union in order formally to start the
process of Brexit), the future is dependent
on which model the UK adopts in
renegotiating its relationship with the EU.
Three scenarios are most likely if the UK

looks fo refain strong trade links with the
EU market. These are:

@ Joining the European Free Trade
Association and the European Economic
Areaq, thereby retaining access fo the
common market (on the same basis as
Norway). Under this model, the UK will

retain many elements of EU Law, such
as those relating to workers’ rights and
data protection, and would be expected
to provide a reasonable degree of free
movement of workers, in exchange for
free movement of goods.

e Negotiating an ongoing customs
union with the EU (in the manner that
Turkey has).

e Negotiating a more independent
route, either via a standalone trade
agreement with the EU, or a series

of agreements covering individual
trade sectors.

Will it be business as usual?
The uncertainty created by the
referendum result undoubtedly presents

challenges to businesses. However, from
a legal perspective there are likely to be
only minimal changes in the short term.
When new rules are infroduced, they are
likely to be publicised well in advance.

For example, how will Brexit affect
contracts and disputes? English law
has long been a popular choice for
commercial parties doing business.
The law is widely considered to be
comparatively certain and predictable,
while our courts have a deserved
reputation for independence, expertise
and commerciality. These factors are
independent of the UK’s membership of
the EU and so the popularity of English
law in this sense is unlikely to diminish.

The impact of Brexit on other areas
of business will be defermined by

government policy. Many local
businesses have benefitted directly

or indirectly from EU funding. It is
anticipated that Westminster will replace
these funds and make adequate future
provision for like funding.

For further details, contact
Richard on 01482 398398

or visit www.wilkinchapman.co.uk

wilkin
chapman

lp



